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LIMITATION OF GRADING SERVICE PRECLUDES USE 
OF “U. 8.” GRADE ON LABEL 

The authority of the Market Inspection Service of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics to investigate and certify the 
class, quality and/or condition of canned fruits and vegetables 
is continued by the agricultural appropriation bill as passed by 
the House and Senate, but the Department of Agriculture in a 
letter read into the record of the Senate proceedings by Sena- 
tors Copeland and McNary states that “it is the present purpose 
of the Department to limit its service under this item for canned 
fruits and vegetables to the grading of submitted samples or 
samples drawn by its representatives from commercial lots.” 


The Senate Committee on Agriculture in reporting the bill 
proposed an amendment that would have eliminated canned 
fruits and vegetables from the inspection service, but this amend- 
ment was finally rejected and the language restored to that of 
the bill as passed by the House, which is the same as in the 
appropriation act for the preceding year. 

The proposed amendment reported by the Senate Commit- 
tee was sought by those who opposed the plan announced by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics several months ago to permit 
the prefix “U. S.” to be used with the grade designation on the 
label of products for which the Bureau had established grades 
and which had been canned in a plant under the continuous 
supervision of a government grader who subsequently graded 
representative samples after the cans had cooled and after there 
had been time for defects in processing to become apparent. 
This plan involved the placing of an inspector in the cannery for 
the continuous inspection of the canning processes, and the an- 
nounced purpose of the Department to limit its service to the 
grading of submitted samples or samples drawn from commer- 
cial lots precludes the inspection necessary to the permission to 
use the U. S. grade on the label. 


As the matter now stands, there will be available to can- 
ners, as previously, the grading and inspection service through 
which certificates can be obtained for use in warehouse financing 
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and for the purposes of transactions with distributors. Can- 
ners may carry on labels the grade (Grade A, Grade B, etc.) as 
established by the inspection of the products so labeled, but 
“U. 8.” may not be prefixed to these grade designations. 
Ultimate responsibility for correct labeling rests upon the 
canner, under the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act. 


REPORTS WILL ASSIST CANNERS IN MAKING PRODUCTION PLANS 


Practical assistance to the canning industry in planning this 
year’s operations so as to adjust its output to prospective market 
requirements will be given by the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics through a series of reports to be issued at appropriate 
dates, thus following up the studies presented at the recent 
annual convention. 

This service, combined with the acreage, condition and crop 
forecast reports of the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates, 
will place in the hands of the individual canner information as to 
the plans of the respective branches of the industry, the outlook, 
etc., so that he may adjust his operations in the light of what 
other canners of the same product are planning. 

The first report by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
which is to be issued next week, will deal with peas and discuss 
the important factors which influence prices and which must be 
taken into consideration if the pea canning branch of the industry 
is to put up a pack that may be marketed on a profitable basis. 

In the meantime the Division of Crop and Livestock Esti- 
mates has sent to pea canners schedules on which they are asked 
to report their intended acreage of peas. When these reports 
are received and tabulated the Division will issue, about 
March 2nd, a report showing the intended acreage of all pea 


canners, along with comparative statistics for previous years . 


and figures showing what crop would ordinarily result from the 
acreage that canners report they are planning to plant. 

With these figures at hand, and with the information fur- 
nished by the studies and reports of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, the individual canner will be in position to carry out 
or to modify his plans as the facts in the situation and the inter- 
ests of both his own business and the industry as a whole may 
justify. 

The efforts of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and its 
Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates to assist the canning 
industry are dependent largely, if not entirely, on the willingness 
of individual canners to report the facts for which the Bureau 
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and the Division ask. Only in this way is it possible to get an 
accurate, unbiased picture of the entire situation and to lay it 
before all canners. Failure of canners to report serves to defeat 
the purpose of the work, and to deny to the industry the facts 
that it must have if it is to put its business on a sound basis. 


TRUCK CROP DAMAGE FROM COLD WAVE 


Preliminary surveys by field representatives of the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture on the damage from the cold wave 
on February 8-10 indicate that in the Imperial Valley there will 
be no peas for shipment until March 1, then a very light move- 
ment from new fields. Most acreage will be in production 
about March 10. 

Tomato growers in the Imperial Valley report all young 
plants killed, while of the more mature plants one-third to one- 
half the acreage will probably send out new shoots and survive. 
No production until after May 1. 

Pea acreage in the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas is cut 
50 per cent and movement will be delayed a month; elsewhere 
in Texas there will be little effect. The tomato acreage lost in 
the Valley will be replanted and final plantings unchanged, but 
maturity will be delayed elsewhere. Spinach acreage loss was 
not heavy, but the tonnage will be reduced and quality lowered. 
Damage to the beet crop in the Valley is slight. 

On account of heavy frost on February 12 and further de- 
velopments from previous damage, the Corpus Christi area is 
apparently much more severely damaged than preliminary re- 
ports indicated. Ninety per cent of the Corpus Christi cabbage 
acreage is reported killed and the balance is heavily damaged. 
Carrots damaged 45 per cent in the Corpus Christi area; beets, 
radishes, peas, and turnips a total loss. Spinach was burned 
considerably. Onion tops are dead to the ground on a large por- 
tion of the acreage and yields and quality will doubtless be 
greatly reduced. Cabbage remaining to be shipped from areas 


‘outside Valley will be negligible. 


Cabbage freeze damage in Alabama is estimated around 
25 per cent. Crop is delayed but probably little if any acreage 
loss will result. Mississippi cabbage acreage may be 15 to 20 


per cent less than preliminary estimates unless plants are 


brought in from outside. 

Early reports indicate considerable damage resulted to fruits 
and vegetables in Louisiana from the recent cold spell. Although 
it is difficult to make definite appraisal so soon after the freezing 
temperatures, first reports reveal heavy loss of plantings, ap- 
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proaching complete loss in the case of broccoli, eggplant, lettuce, 
cucumbers, endive escarole, okra, snap beans, and green peas. 
Sweet peppers, radishes, and turnips also show material losses. 
Tomatoes, onions, cabbage, carrots, shallots, potatoes, and spin- 
ach apparently were damaged badly but it is impossible as yet to 
judge how much the acreage has been affected. Strawberry 
blooms were destroyed by the freeze but damage to plants is not 
considered extensive. Movement of berries will, of course, be 
delayed, probably until the middle of March. 


CURRENCY DEPRECIATION LEGISLATION POSTPONED 


By a vote of 212 to 174, the House of Representatives on 
February 13th declined to take up for action the Crowther bill 
(H. R. 8557) for readjustment of tariff rates to compensate for 
depreciation of foreign currencies. The House Ways and Means 
Committee had previously voted to take no further action on the 
bill, and the question thus goes over until the contemplated 
special session of Congress after March 4. 


SHANNON COMMITTEE SUBMITS REPORT 


The Shannon Committee, appointed to investigate govern- 
ment competition with private enterprise, submitted its report 
to the House of Representatives on February 8th. 

The report recommends discontinuance of the Federal barge 
system and its liquidation by sale to private enterprise; discon- 
tinuance of the Army transport service and the ship service of 
the Panama Railroad Company ; consolidation of all procurement 
agencies and activities of the War, Navy and other departments 
of the Government into one general department of supplies and 
munitions under civilian control. The report also recommends 
the discontinuance of the Federal Farm Board’s stabilization 
operations; closer and direct supervision of cooperative associa- 
tions; and inhibition against farm cooperatives merchandising 
operations except in the products of their own members; uniform 
system of accounting conformable to practices of public utilities ; 
discontinuance of soliciting of parcel post business in competition 
with express companies; restriction of prison industries; and 
other changes in practice with the objective of liquidating all 
competitive enterprises of the Government. Numerous other 
recommendations are made in the 27 separate sections of the 
report. 

The Committee recommended that the records and data re- 
sulting from the public hearings be printed for the future use 
of Congress. 
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TRUCK CROP SHIPMENTS 


New records for low temperatures were established the 
week ending February 11 in various parts of the country. The 
cold weather hindered haulings from storage in the North and 
West, and shipments of some products were greatly reduced. 
The Gulf States and the Southwest reported considerable damage 
to vegetable crops from the freezing temperatures. Florida ap- 
parently escaped the coldest weather. 

Shipments of 25 fruits and vegetables for the week decreased 
to 10,800 cars, or 1,900 less than the preceding week and about 
6,000 less than total movement a year ago. 


Early shipping states are reported to have 52,420 acres of 
cabbage thie year, as against 34,910 last season. The second- 
early group has nearly 14,000, or about 3,000 acres more than in 
1932. Most of this second-early increase was in Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Georgia, but recent cold weather may offset this to 
some extent. 

Cold weather probably has somewhat reduced tomato crop 
prospects in southern Texas and Imperial Valley. However, the 
shipments from Florida last week increased to 195 cars, and 
imports from Mexico suddenly increased to about 60 carloads, 
while Cuba sent only 90 to the United States. 

Spinach movement from Texas dropped to 190 cars, while 
California and Virginia each shipped 10. 


Car.Lot SHIPMENTS 


Total Total 
Feb. Jan.20- Feb.  thissea- lastsea- Total 
Commodity 5-11 Feb.4 7-13 sonthru sonthru last 
1933 1933 1982 Feb.11 Feb.13 season 
Apples, total .... 970 1,266 2484 62,113 84,048 101,710 
Western states ... . baa 714 1,222 34,650 36,545 47,526 
Eastern states .... 436 552 1,262 27,468 47,508 64,184 
Beans, snap and tna: 
Domestic ....... j 364 352 247 8,702 4,704 10,805 
Imports ... ae s 11 28 202 260 390 
15 25 37 415 1,284 
Cabbage ...... 201 231 248 27,374 387,085 37,897 
Carrots: 
1933 season .. 242 179 160 2,829 399 9,141 
1982 season ... ae 44 122 9,141 066 11,514 
Greens (onsapt og spinach) 146 120 166 1,479 1,617 3, 
Mixed vegetabl 
Domestic ...... .. 570 737 8,485 4,317 24,011 
rr 3 3 37 58 162 
Peas, green: 

Domestic .............. 4 42 18 214 127 7,837 
A 53 57 892 807 1 
. 200 $11 462 8,844 3,908 8,378 

Tomatoes: 
Domestic ........... 1938 175 198 1,202 1,248 23,302 


155 128 181 1,020 1,346 6,375 
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TOMATO TARIFF HEARING ADJOURNED 


As a result of the hearing on the tariff on fresh tomatoes 
held before the U. S. Tariff Commission on February 13, during 
which domestic producers sovght dismissal of the investigation 
on the grounds of illegal procedure, the Commission announced 
adjournment of the proceedings until the close of the current 
crop season to afford the domestic growers and principal com- 
peting countries opportunity to obtain production costs for the 
season’s crops. 


CAMPBELL HEADS FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 


Walter G. Campbell, Director of Regulatory Work in the 
U. 8. Department of Agriculture, has resigned to become Chief 
of the Food and Drug Administration in the department, effective 
February 1. The position of Director of Regulatory Work has 
been abolished, thus completing the reorganization of the depart- 
ment’s law-enforcement work started in 1923. Secretary Wal- 
lace drafted Mr. Campbell, then acting chief of the Bureau of 
Chemistry, originally charged with the enforcement of the Food 
and Drugs Act, to assist in coordinating and improving the law- 
enforcement activities of the department. Under Mr. Campbell's 
direction, Secretary Hyde points out, the regulatory work has 
been grouped under responsible heads of major units and is now 
so organized that a director of regulatory work is no longer 
necessary. 


SHRIMP PACK TO JANUARY 31 


The pack of shrimp in the month of January, as announced 
by the Shrimp Section of the Association, was 12,316 cases, as 
compared with 26,648 cases during the same month last year, 
and 23,992 cases during December, 19382. The pack figures for 
January and for the period from August 1 to January 31 for the 
last two years follow: 


August 1 

Janua to January 81 

1932 933 1932 1983 
STATE Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Georgia ...... 1,991 4,330 55,000 70,847 
Florida .... ; 50 825 20,900 6,361 
Alabama ...... 88,337 35,762 
Mississippi ... 17,510 5,256 216,001 86,149 
Louisiana 7,007 2,405 253,946 240,198 
. 26,648 12,316 625,586 482,463 


The net decrease under the 1931-32 pack was 143,128 cases, 
or 23 per cent. 
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CANNED PIMIENTO IMPORTS FROM SPAIN 


Imports of canned pimientos into the United States from 
Spain during 1932 amounted to 2,831,199 pounds valued at 
$151,849, as compared with 3,001,371 pounds valued at $213,866 
in 1931. This is a decrease of 5.67 per cent in quantity and of 
29 per cent in value. 


ASPARAGUS ACREAGE IN CALIFORNIA 


The preliminary estimate of asparagus in California for 
harvest in 1933 is 76,300 acres as compared with 70,500 in 
1982, 63,670 in 1931, 59,210 in 1980, and 55,810 in 1929, accord- 
ing to the California Cooperative Crop Reporting Service. This 
includes asparagus both for shipment fresh and for canning. 
Canners are yet undecided as to the probable size of their pack 
this year. In 1932, the acreage of market asparagus was 32,670, 
while 37,830 acres were for canning. 


FROZEN FRUIT STOCKS LOWER THAN LAST YEAR 


Cold storage holdings of frozen and preserved fruits on 
February 1 totaled 70,224,000 pounds, as compared with 88,- 
819,000 on the corresponding date last year and with a five-year 
average of 63,992,000 pounds. 


NAVY ASKS BIDS ON CANNED SPINACH 


The Bureau of Supplies and Accounts of the Navy Depart- 
ment is seeking bids on canned spinach for delivery at various 
East and West Coast points, to be opened March 28. Copies of 
the schedule on which to submit bids (No. 9473) may be ob- 
tained from the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy De- 
partment, Washington, D. C. 


NOVA SCOTIA APPLE PACKERS SEEK BRITISH MARKET 


Nova Scotia apple packers are making every effort to meet 
British market requirements in respect to solid-pack tinned 
apples, according to information from the American trade com- 
missioner at Montreal. They are having difficulty duplicating 
the United States product as to quality, packing and color, but 
anticipate getting a share of the business if and when the tariff 
preferential rate is announced. 

United States exports of canned apples and apple sauce to 
the United Kingdom during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1932, 
amounted to 15,482,657 pounds. Approximately 95 per cent of 
this is canned apples, and represents 18 per cent of the 1931 
production in this country. 
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CANNED FRUIT PROSPECTS IN AUSTRALIA 


Prospects for production of canned fruits in Australia for 
the coming season indicate slight decreases, as compared with 
1982, in the pack of apricots and pears, and a 30 per cent in- 
crease in the peach pack. The canning season reaches its peak 
in March, and a number of factors, such as adverse climatic 
conditions, may change these estimates, according to the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Sydney. 


ARGENTINA REVISES MARKING REGULATIONS 


An Argentine decree effective February 1 repeals three pre- 
vious decrees regulating the merchandise marking law of that 
country and establishes new provisions interpreting the law, 
covering marks of origin, trade-marks, and labeling. Further 
information is available upon application to the Foreign Tariff 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce at 
Washington. 


DEFINITION OF TERM “SARDINE” BY AUSTRALIAN CUSTOMS 


By a recent General Order of the Australian Department of 
Trade and Customs the use of the term “sardine,” in connection 
with imports into Australia, has been specially reserved for the 
Sardina pilchardus of England, France, Portugal, Spain and 
portions of the Mediterranean. No objections, however, need 
be taken to the use of the term in describing other small fish 
packed in tins provided the word wherever appearing on the 
labels is preceded by the adjective denoting the country in which 
the fish was caught and canned. 
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